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ALASKA STATE PROFESSIONAL TEACHING PRACTICES COMMISSION
344 West Third Avenue, Suite 127
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
UNADOPTED MINUTES
April 17, 2014

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m., Thursday, April 17, 2014, by Vice Chair Lou Pondolfino.

Members present: Vice Chair Lou Pondolfino, Eric Fry, Maureen van Wagner, Secretary Frances Roberts, Martin Laster, David Piazza, Melody Mann, David DeVaughn; James A. Seitz, Executive Director and Atiya Barlow, Secretary.  Absent: Chair Jill Exe.

ACTION
Move to approve the agenda.
van Wagner/Fry

	AYE
	Unanimous 

PUBLIC COMMENT
No one was present for public comment.

CERTIFICATION REPORT
Sondra Meredith, Teacher Certification Director, discussed the proposed changes with Praxis I & II Exams. Proposed regulations are available online.  State Board will be discussing the Praxis Exams at their March meeting. New tests from ETS reflect the new more rigorous standards. Sondra also spoke about the new Educator Evaluation system that will integrate student assessment data into the overall process. A task force of educators, as well as other educational   organizations, have been working and meeting with the Department to develop the specifics of this new evaluation system. There will be a two day conference in April to assist districts in moving towards these new requirements.

ACTION
Move to approve the minutes of February 2014.
van Wagner/Roberts

	AYE
	Unanimous 

ACTION
Executive Director’s Report:  Jim Seitz, Executive Director reviewed activity and financial report.


ACTION
Move into executive session.
Laster/Mann
	
AYE
	Unanimous

AS 44.62.310 (b) If permitted subjects are to be discussed at a meeting in executive session, the meeting must first be convened as a public meeting and the question of holding an executive session to discuss matters that are listed in (c) of this section shall be determined by a majority vote of the governmental body.  The motion to convene in executive session must clearly and with specificity describe the subject of the proposed executive session without defeating the purpose of addressing the subject in private.  Subjects may= not be considered at the executive session except those mentioned in the motion calling for the executive session unless auxiliary to the main question.  Action may not be taken at an executive session, except to give direction to an attorney or labor negotiator regarding the handling of a specific legal matter or pending labor negotiations.

ACTION
Move out of executive session.
van Wagner/DeVaughn
	
AYE
	Unanimous


ACTION
PTPC Case No. 14-29: Commission accepted the Surrender of the Alaska Professional Teacher certificate of Sarah Ropp effective January 8, 2014.	 
David Piazza-Recused 
Laster/Roberts

AYE						
Eric Fry
Maureen van Wagner
Frances Roberts
Martin Laster
Melody Mann
David DeVaughn
Lou Pondolfino

		
Unanimous

ACTION
Commission established the quorum at six (6) commissioners. (“A quorum for regular and special meetings is 6.”)
Piazza/DeVaughn
	
	Unanimous

		

ACTION
Commission established Bylaw Changes as “majority rules”. (“Adjudicatory decisions of the Commission will be decided by a majority of those members present and voting. Members recused are not considered to be present and voting.”)
Roberts/Mann
	
	Unanimous


ACTION
Commission determined telephonic or other suitable electronic means for attendance participation to include voting is allowed. (“Attendance and participation in meetings is allowable telephonically (or by use of other suitable electronic means).”)
Piazza/Roberts
	
	Unanimous



ACTION
Commission decided that a brief posting to the PTPC website within a month of meetings is sufficient until minutes have been approved and adopted. The purpose would be to publicize adjudicatory decision of the Commission in a timely manner.
DeVaughn/van Wagner
	
	Unanimous


ACTION
Commission nominated Frances W. Roberts to remain secretary, Melody Mann as new Vice Chair, and Jill Exe to remain Commission Chair.
DeVaughn/Mann
AYE
	Unanimous


ADVANCED PLANNING
2015 Meetings
· September 11-12, 2014
· January 22-23, 2015
· April 23-24, 2015


ACTION
Travel approval for FY15 – Professional Practices Institute (Executive Director and two Commissioner) – October 22-24, 2013 (Newport, Rhode Island); NASDTEC Annual Conference (Executive Director) – June, 2014
Laster/Roberts

AYE						
Unanimous


ACTION
Move to adjourn.
van Wagner/Mann

	AYE
	Unanimous

The Commission adjourned at 4:30 p.m.
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