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USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos 
1. SP39-2015 - Questions & Answers on the Final Rule “Professional Standards for State and Local School Nutrition Programs Personnel as Required by the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010”
2. SP40-2015 - 2015 Edition of Eligibility Manual for School Meals
· Eligibility Manual for School Meals with highlights
4.  TA01-2015 - Child Nutrition Programs and Traditional Foods

5.  SP41-2015 - Updated Offer versus Serve Guidance for the National School lunch Program
                and School Breakfast Program Effective Beginning School Year 2015-2016

· Offer versus Serve with highlights

6. SP10-2014(v3) - Smoothies Offered in Child Nutrition Programs-Revised
7. SP42-2015 - Service of Traditional Foods in Public Facilities
8. SP10-2012(v9) - Q&As on Final Rule “Nutrition Standards in the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs” Revised
Additional Topics                   
· New State Web site

· IRIS

· Smart Snack Waiver
· Professional Standards Flyer
· Local Lunch Day 2015

· Direct Certification List

· Primero Edge Calls

Resources
· Professional Standards Training Tracking Tool
· Procuring Local Foods for Child Nutrition Programs

· Procurement in the 21st Century
· Joint Secretaries Letter for CEP
· Recipes from Mississippi
Grant Opportunities 
· 2015 Equipment Grant – Applications are due Aug. 31st
· Jamba Juice and Kids Gardening Grant
USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos
1.
SP39-2015 - Questions & Answers on the Final Rule “Professional Standards for State and Local School Nutrition Programs Personnel as Required by the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010”- This USDA Policy memo was released in the July Bulletin.

Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo is a great Q & A about the New Professional Standards requirement in effect July 1st, 2015. It goes into the new hiring standards and training requirements expected for the different levels of professional staff.

2.
SP40-2015 - 2015 Edition of Eligibility Manual for School Meals This USDA Policy memo announces the release of the updated Eligibility Manual for School Meals.

Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo includes two versions of the updated Eligibility Manual for School Meals, a highlighted version which reflects all of the changes and clarifications, and an un-lighted version. Each version’s updates include pertinent policy memoranda issued since August of 2014, Elimination of duplicative information, and Incorporation of the questions and answers into the appropriate sections.
· Eligibility Manual for School Meals – with highlights

· Eligibility Manual for School Meals – without highlights
3.
TA01-2015 - Child Nutrition Programs and Traditional Foods The purpose of this memorandum is to clarify that traditional foods may be served in Child Nutrition Programs (CNPs) and to provide examples of how several traditional foods may contribute towards a reimbursable meal.

Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo includes a few traditional foods that may be offered in the CNP meals. Refer to the Food Buying Guide for crediting and yields for some traditional food items. 

4.  SP41-2015 - Updated Offer Versus Serve (OVS) Guidance for the National School lunch  

Program and School Breakfast Program Effective Beginning School Year 2015-2016 This USDA Policy memo is intended to clarify the requirements of OVS, specifically related to what students must take in order to have a reimbursable meal. Attached is the updated guidance manual for operators using OVS, which is optional at all grade levels for breakfast and required at the senior high school level only for lunch.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy announces the release of the updated OVS manual in two versions, a highlighted version which reflects the changes in the manual and the un-highlighted version. Each guide should also help clarify some of the confusion on what is required for a reimbursable meal under OVS.
· Offer Versus Serve – with highlights

· Offer Versus Serve – without highlights
5.  SP10-2014(v3) - Smoothies Offered in Child Nutrition Programs-Revised This USDA   Memorandum clarifies that vegetables and yogurt used in smoothies may credit towards meeting the snack meal pattern requirements. 

Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo modifies the smoothie guidance to allow for the crediting of vegetables and yogurt in smoothies being served at any meal or snack offered through the CNPs. With these additional ingredients it allows more variety and nutritious smoothie options.
6.   SP42-2015 - Service of Traditional Foods in Public Facilities This USDA Policy clarifies   the provision of the Farm Bill that was effective upon enactment in February 2014. USDA is providing basic information at this time to ensure that program operators may use it effectively as part of the USDA Child Nutrition Programs. Please note, under this Farm Bill provision, donated traditional foods are not considered USDA Foods.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo clarifies what are traditional foods that may be offered or served in USDA Nutrition Programs, along with guidance on what responsibilities are required for donated foods. 
7.  SP10-2012(v9) - Q&As on Final Rule “Nutrition Standards in the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs” Revised This USDA Memorandum provides guidance addressing the final rule overall, and includes questions on general and specific aspects of the meal requirements. 
The QAs and related materials are available on the FNS website at: http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/Governance/Legislation/nutritionstandards.htm.  
A comprehensive list of additional resources for school foodservice operators is available at http://www.fns.usda.gov/healthierschoolday/school-day-just-got-healthier-toolkitt. 
Sponsors: This USDA memo is a great go to guide on the requirements for the USDA Meal Patterns for the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs and provides Q&As from school food authorities across the country.
Additional Topics
· New State Web Site: https://education.alaska.gov/TLS/ this link will take you to the Child Nutrition Programs web page on the new Department of Education Division of Teaching & Learning Support web page. Some of you may have noticed the old CNP web link is no longer working. Our State has updated all of the web pages across the state to be more user friendly and consistent from department to department. However we have a few bugs to work out, one of which was our CNP web link. 
If you have bookmarked the actual CNP web page link you should be fine, but if you bookmarked the Child Nutrition Programs web page which contained the CNP web link it may not direct you to the right location. Please use the link below to access the CNP web for claiming, you may want to bookmark this link as your CNP web link for Claims for Reimbursement. https://cnsonline.alaska.gov/cnpweb/ . Please let us know if there are any links that might give you an error message or are missing all together. 
· IRIS – IRIS will bring changes to how the State works with the vendor community. The most apparent change will be an online Vendor Self Service (VSS) portal, where you can easily manage your account information, track payments and other financial transactions, as well as submit bids and proposals.
In addition to being able to manage your own information including registration and on-going account maintenance, VSS also provides:
· Increased visibility into the State of Alaska’s procurement activities
· Real-time access to bidding opportunities, payment status, notice of awards, and reprints of historical 1099 forms

· Registration for notifications based on commodity codes relevant to the goods and/or services you provide

Join the IRIS Vendor Information listserv to receive updates from the IRIS Project team regarding VSS. To sign up or for more information please visit: http://doa.alaska.gov/dof/iris/vendor.html 
Since current agencies are active vendors with the State of Alaska, your contact information will be automatically converted to IRIS. In June 2015, you should have received a notification containing a vendor ID, unique registration code and instructions on how to activate and update your account.

All vendors must be registered in VSS before entering into a contract or purchases can be made or invoices submitted. During registration, vendors can opt to receive hard copy notifications, however we strongly encourage you to take advantage of the benefits of VSS.

If you do not have internet access, you can contact the IRIS Help Desk to have a State resource update your account information in IRIS on your behalf. The Help Desk is available for assistance with IRIS, please contact the IRIS Project team at IRIS.Project@alaska.gov 
· Smart Snack Waiver- The Alaska Department of Education & Early Development has set a maximum number of fundraising days per year per school site, which allows school districts the flexibility to determine the number and duration of fundraising events to serve food items exempt from meeting the nutrition standards for competitive foods.  The maximum number of exempt fundraising for elementary and middle schools is 10 days and for high schools it is 25 days. To review the eligibility criteria and download the waiver form please go to: https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html under the September bulletin.
· Professional Standards Flyer- USDA has established minimum professional standards requirements for school nutrition professionals who manage and operate the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs. To access and download the Professional Standards Flyer you can go to: https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html under the September bulletin.
· Local Lunch Day 2015
· Celebrate Local Lunch Day on Friday, October 23rd ( National Food Day is on Saturday, October 24th)

· Schools, RCCI, and child care sponsors can participate in the Local Lunch Day by offering an Alaskan grown, harvested or produced food in their lunch on October 23rd.   

· The first 40 sponsors to submit their Local Lunch Day lunch menu and activity through a Survey Monkey will automatically receive a digital thermometer or an Alaska Grown apron.  All sponsors who complete the Survey Monkey will be entered for a chance to win the grand prize.
· The Local Lunch Day is a way for all child nutrition programs to join the nationwide celebration toward more healthy, affordable, and sustainable food. 
· If you would like information on the national Food Day event please go to the website: www.foodday.org  

If you have any questions regarding Local Lunch Day or National Food Day, please contact Sue Lampert at 907-465-8710 or susan.lampert@alaska.gov
· Direct Certification/Foster list – Since we now have our Primero Edge system up and running we are moving towards having our Direct Certification/Foster lists uploaded into that system for all school districts to access and either export or process if they use our Primero Edge system. This will elevate any potential security breaches that can occur when it is emailed out. We are hoping to have this start with the September uploads, if we have any unforeseen issues we will inform all school food authorities immediately. 
· Primero Edge Calls - We wanted to see about re-starting our weekly calls for districts on PrimeroEdge. Although we never have a huge attendance, we think they’ve really served as solid support for districts.  We are looking at what days and times work best for folks: 

· Should we do weekly or every other week?  
· Mondays at 1:30 still? If not when…

If you are interested in participating in these calls please contact Debbie Soto or me (Elizabeth Seitz) and let us know what day and time works best for you.

Resources
· The Professional Standards for School Nutrition Professionals Training Tracker tool is now available at: http

 HYPERLINK "http://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/professional-standards" ://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/professional-standards. This downloadable tool can be used to record trainings for school nutrition staff. A user guide, instructional webinar, and technical assistance via telephone and email are also available. In addition, the link above provides an updated two-page flyer that summarizes key points from the Professional Standards Final Rule, as well as many other materials related to Professional Standards. Check it out today!
· Procuring Local Foods for Child Nutrition Programs-The Farm to School Team has released the new and revised Procuring Local Foods for Child Nutrition Programs guide and ready for use. As you plan and execute procurement please use the guide for extensive tips on procuring locally and correctly. For a downloadable copy of the guidance go to: https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html under the September bulletin.
· Procurement in the 21st Century- The Institute of Child Nutrition or ICN (formerly known as NFSMI - National Food Service Management Institute) has also revised its procurement guide entitled Procurement in the 21st Century.  Procurement in the 21st Century resource is designed specifically for School Food Authorities (SFA).  The resource covers a variety of procurement topics including: Principles of Good Procurement, Competitive Purchasing, and Forecasting. Several chapters in the resource are dedicated to cooperative purchasing best practices. To download this resource go to: https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html under the September bulletin.
· Joint Secretaries Letter for CEP- This joint letter for Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) is a great letter to send to your superintendent to show what great support the program offers to our eligible schools out there: http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/secletter/150805.html.
· Recipes from Mississippi to try: Here are a couple tasty recipes you might want to try in your menu. 
· Baked Beans: http://mrs.mde.k12.ms.us/recipe/baked-beans-with-spice-blend-canned/
· Creole Green Beans: http://mrs.mde.k12.ms.us/recipe/creole-green-beans-canned/
Grant Opportunities
· 2015 USDA Equipment Grant – Completed Applications are due to Alaska Child Nutrition Programs by August 31, 2015 by 4:30 p.m. This is a competitive grant and priority will be given to high need schools (i.e., schools in underserved areas, schools with limited access to other resources, and age of food service equipment) where 50 percent or more of the enrolled students are eligible for free or reduced price meals. In addition, School Food Authorities (SFAs) must give priority to schools that did not receive a previous NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant award under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), 2010 USDA, or 2014 Equipment Grant. 
These funds will allow SFAs to purchase equipment to serve healthier meals that meet the updated meal patterns with emphasis on more fruits and vegetables in school meals, improve food safety, and expand access. Equipment requests may include new equipment, renovation of equipment, or replacement of equipment. USDA regulations at 7 CFR 3016.3 and Office of Management and Budget Circular A-87 define equipment as articles of nonexpendable, tangible personal property having a useful life of more than one year and an acquisition cost which equals or exceeds the lesser of the capitalization level established by the governmental unit for financial statement purposes, or $5,000.
This grant ends June 30, 2016. An application for this 2015 USDA Equipment Grant may be found on the Child Nutrition Programs web page under Bulletins and Memos July bulletin or by using this web link: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html . For more information on this grant please contact Beth Seitz at 907.465.8709 or Elizabeth.seitz@alaska.gov .
· Jamba Juice and KidsGardening.org are accepting applications for their “It’s All About the Fruits and Veggies” garden grant.  The grant is designed to support schools, community organizations, and non-profits in charitable and educational garden projects that enhance the quality of life in their communities.  The grant is open to schools, community organizations, and non-profit programs in the US, with at least 15 children between the ages of 3 and 18.  Applications are due by October 2,2015, to learn more go to: http://grants.kidsgardening.org/fall-2015-jamba-juice-its-all-about-fruits-and-veggies-garden-grant 
	Calendar of Upcoming Events & Deadlines

	September 15th                 Annual Application Renewal for participation in the National School                             Lunch and School Breakfast Programs



The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800)845-6136 (Spanish).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
LEAs are required, by regulation, to keep Bulletins, Instructions, and USDA Policy Memorandums for reference and to apply immediately the appropriate instruction to agency programs. Call Child Nutrition Programs if you need further clarification.
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