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USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos 
1. SP32-2016 - Additional Yield Information for School Meals

· Attachment – Food Buying Guide pages with updated yield information
2. SP30-2016 - Extension of the Deadline for Local Educational Agencies to Elect the Community Eligibility Provision for School Year 2016-2017

3. SP28-2016 - Food and Drug Administration Requirements for Vending Machines
Additional Topics                   
· FRAC Webinar on CACFP Meal Pattern Standards

· USDA Proposed Rules
· USDA’s revised 2015 Nondiscrimination Statement (NDS)
Resources
· USDA’s Revised Prototype Free and Reduced Price Application

· Make it Local; Recipes for Alaska’s Children cookbook (Revised)
· Traditional Food and Donated Fish and Game (Revised)
· Introducing New Standardized Recipes for Schools

· UAF Guide for Schools Buying Local Seafood for Lunches

Grant Opportunities 
· 2016 Equipment Grant

· Washington Dairy Council 
· School Grants for Healthy Kids 
USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos
· SP32-2016 - Additional Yield Information for School Meals USDA has released new yield information for a handful for fruits and vegetables. Attachment – Food Buying Guide pages with updated yield information.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo announces new yields for a few fruits and vegetables to be used in the menu planning. The attachment are the updated pages for your operations Food Buying Guide. Please be sure to print these pages out and update all of the Food Buying Guides.
· SP30-2016 - Extension of the Deadline for Local Educational Agencies to Elect the Community Eligibility Provision for School Year 2016-2017 This memorandum was released in the April Bulletin.
Sponsors: For districts interested in applying for CEP this USDA Policy memo has extended the application deadline to Aug. 31st, but encourages State Agencies to except CEP application past this deadline.
· SP28-2016 - Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Requirements for Vending Machines 2017 This memorandum was released in the April Bulletin.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo discusses the FDAs requirements for child nutrition departments the use vending machines in their school meal programs. If your district or nutrition department operates vending machines this would be a very good memo to review.
Additional Topics
· FRAC Webinar on CACFP Meal Pattern Standards: What you need to know If your district has a Pre-K program, vends meals to a Pre-K program, or will have a Pre-K program, then this webinar is for you! Your district will be required to follow this meal pattern for these programs.
May 9, 2016
1:00-2:30 EDT 

Register here for the webinar.

USDA has issued the new healthier meal pattern for the Child and Adult Care Food Program and related programs. Join the Food Research and Action Center and USDA for a webinar on the new rules and USDA’s implementation plans.

Learn what you need to know about USDA's recently issued healthier CACFP meal pattern and nutrition standards for: 
· The Child and Adult Care Food Program in Head Start, child care centers, family child care homes, afterschool programs, emergency shelters and adult day care; and

· School meal programs in school-based Pre-K. 


There will be an opportunity to ask questions.

· USDA Proposed Rule USDA is proposing a new regulation affecting the integrity of the National School Lunch, School Breakfast, Special Milk, Summer Food Service, and the Child and Adult Care Food Programs.  The proposed regulation addresses:

· Fines for violating program requirements;

· Termination and disqualification in SFSP;

· State agency/sponsor review requirements for CACFP;

· State Liability payments to aggrieved child care institutions;
· CACFP Audit Funding;
· Disqualified Schools, Institutions, and Individuals

You can read the entire proposed rule at:  https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/03/29/2016-06801/child-nutrition-program-integrity.  

Comments must be received on or before May 31, 2016.   If you have questions, please contact: Mandana Yousefi, Community Meal Programs Branch, Policy and Program Development Division, Child Nutrition Programs, Food and Nutrition Service, USDA at (703) 305-2590.

· USDA’s Revised 2015 Nondiscrimination Statement (NDS) The following statement must be updated on all program published materials and websites. All OLD In Justice for All posters must be replaced with the updated version. You may request from our office, new posters at any time.
For all other FNS nutrition assistance programs, State or local agencies, and their sub recipients, must post the following Nondiscrimination Statement:

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, 

color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.  

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits.  Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 

(1)
mail: 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 

(2) 
fax:
(202) 690-7442; or 

(3) 
email: program.intake@usda.gov.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Resources
· USDA’s Revised Prototype Free and Reduced Price Application USDA has released their version of the Free and Reduced Price Household Application.
Although USDA has over hauled the Household Application we have decided to stay with the original format. However, we have included all required elements they updated in the application and we plan to their Parent Letter. To obtain the updated copy of the Parent Letter and Application you may use the following link: https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP2.html 
· Make it Local; Recipes for Alaska’s Children cookbook (Revised) Revisions have been made to several recipes in the Make it Local; Recipes for Alaska’s Children cookbook. 
The revised cookbook and separate recipe pages can be seen on the CNP webpage, please use the links below:

Menu Resources

Revised Cookbook:

https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/cookbook/Make_It_Local_2ndPrinting.pdf
Revised Recipes:

https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/cookbook/Revs_Recipes_Make_It_Local_Cookbook.pdf
· Traditional Food and Donated Fish and Game (Revised)
Revised Cookbook:

https://education.alaska.gov/TLS/CNP/cookbook/Make_It_Local_2ndPrinting.pdf
Revised Recipes:

https://education.alaska.gov/TLS/CNP/cookbook/Revs_Recipes_Make_It_Local_Cookbook.pdf
· Introducing New Standardized Recipes for Schools USDA’s Food, Nutrition and Consumer Services just released 50 new, mouth-watering recipes for school chefs on our What’s Cooking? USDA Mixing Bowl website.  Some are existing USDA recipes that we’ve updated, while others are brand new recipes that students will love.  These tasty, kid-approved recipes are tailored for large quantity food service operations in 25, 50, or 100 portions.  Each recipe includes a nutritional breakdown as well as crediting information on how the recipe contributes toward updated meal pattern requirements for the National School Lunch Program and other USDA Child Nutrition Programs.

The 50 recipes include main dishes and side dishes featuring more nutrient-rich ingredients such as whole grains, dark green, red/orange vegetables, and beans/legumes than ever before.  An additional 150 recipes are being developed and will be posted throughout the next year!  These recipes will provide a ready-to-go resource for school nutrition professionals looking for delicious, nutrient-rich dishes that will make it easy to meet meal pattern requirements and satisfy hungry kids.

Link to the complete set of recipes here: http://www.fns.usda.gov/usda-standardized-recipe
· UAF Guide for Schools Buying Local Seafood for Lunches A new guide created by University of Alaska Fairbanks researchers makes it easier for schools to buy local seafood for lunches. The guide is available for free download at the Alaska Sea Grant bookstore at https://seagrant.uaf.edu/bookstore/pubs/MAB-66.html. The “Alaska Seafood Purchasing Guide for Schools” provides information on more than 20 seafood suppliers around the state, listed by species and product form, region, and delivery options. The guide gives information on how to order seafood, quality of products, storage, and delivery. It suggests some questions to ask seafood processors when ordering. A chart shows users when seafood is available throughout the year. See https://seagrant.uaf.edu/news/2015/11-25-15-fish-to-school-program.php Or you can go to our state web page Bulletin and Memos at: https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html  and look under the March bulletin to view or download a copy.
Grant Opportunities
· 2016 USDA Equipment Grant – Completed Applications are due to Alaska Child Nutrition Programs by August 31, 2016 by 4:30 p.m. This is a competitive grant and priority will be given to high need schools (i.e., schools in underserved areas, schools with limited access to other resources, and age of food service equipment) where 50 percent or more of the enrolled students are eligible for free or reduced price meals. In addition, School Food Authority (SFAs) must give priority to schools that did not receive a previous NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant award under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), 2010 USDA, 2014 and 2015 Equipment Grant. 
These funds will allow SFAs to purchase equipment to serve healthier meals that meet the updated meal patterns with emphasis on more fruits and vegetables in school meals, improve food safety, and expand access. Equipment requests may include new equipment, renovation of equipment, or replacement of equipment. USDA regulations at 7 CFR 3016.3 and Office of Management and Budget Circular A-87 define equipment as articles of nonexpendable, tangible personal property having a useful life of more than one year and an acquisition cost which equals or exceeds the lesser of the capitalization level established by the governmental unit for financial statement purposes, or $5,000.
This grant ends June 30, 2017. An application for this 2016 USDA Equipment Grant may be found on the Child Nutrition Programs web page under Bulletins and Memos or by using this web link: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html . For more information on this grant please contact Beth Seitz at 907.465.8709 or Elizabeth.seitz@alaska.gov .
· Washington Dairy Council offers two grants:
· Fuel Up to Play 60 (FUTP60) Grant: Increase the health and wellness of your students with up to $4,000 to implement sustainable physical fitness and nutrition strategies for your entire school. We can fund multiple schools within a district. Please contact us for more information. Fuel Up to Play 60 details. 
· Breakfast Grant: Increase your school breakfast participation! Up to $7,000 is available to support the enhancement and marketing of your school or school district's breakfast program. Support the learning in your district by implementing "recess before lunch". Funds are available to help build your existing program or start a new one. Please contact us for more information.
· School Grants for Healthy Kids $2500 grants for NSLP schools to purchase fresh (preferably local) fruits and vegetables. See website for more information and application: http://www.chefannfoundation.org/programs-and-grants/project-produce/. 
	Calendar of Upcoming Events & Deadlines

	Last day of School or June 1st     On-Site Review Summary for Afterschool Snack & At-Risk Snack 
Last day of School or June 1st     Food Safety Inspection Summary Report
April 1st                                           Enrollment Data pulled for CEP applications



In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.  

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits.  Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 

(1)
mail: 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 

(2) 
fax:
(202) 690-7442; or 

(3) 
email: program.intake@usda.gov.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
LEAs are required, by regulation, to keep Bulletins, Instructions, and USDA Policy Memorandums for reference and to apply immediately the appropriate instruction to agency programs. Call Child Nutrition Programs if you need further clarification.
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