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USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos 
· SP58-2016 - 2016 Edition: Overcoming the Unpaid Meal Challenge: Proven Strategies from Our Nation’s Schools

· SP57-2016 - Unpaid Meal Charges: Guidance and Q&As

· SP56-2016 - Additional Guidance for the Implementation of the Administrative Reviews in School Nutrition Programs Final

· SP55-2016 - Meal Service during Unanticipated School and Day Care Closures

· SP54-2016 - Community Eligibility Provision: Guidance and Updated Q&As

· SP53-2016 - Crediting Tofu and Soy Yogurt Products in the School Meal Programs and the Child and Adult Care Food Program

· SP52-2016 - Early Implementation of Eligibility Carryover Period for Students Transitioning from Provision Schools: State Agency Extension Option

· SP51-2016 - Ensuring Year-long Eligibility in the School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs

· SP50-2016 - 2016 Edition of the Eligibility Manual for School Meals

I. Eligibility Manual for School Meals 2016-2017
Additional Topics                   
· National School Lunch Week

· FOOD DAY

· USDA’s Revised 2016 Nondiscrimination Statement (NDS)
Resources
· School Nutrition Programs Administrative Handbook
· Make it Local; Recipes for Alaska’s Children cookbook (Revised)
· Standardized Recipes for Schools

Grant Opportunities 
· Chef Ann Foundation – School Food Support Initiative Grant
· Washington Dairy Council 
· School Grants for Healthy Kids 
USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos
· SP58-2016 - 2016 Edition: Overcoming the Unpaid Meal Challenge: Proven Strategies from Our Nation’s Schools The United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) recognizes that unpaid meal charges represent a difficult and complex issue directly impacting the schools participating in the school meal programs and the children they serve. FNS has made a concerted effort to learn from and build on the success of school nutrition directors, principals, and food service professionals with direct experience in managing unpaid meal charges.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo shares positive approaches local program operator can use in their efforts to address the challenges of unpaid meal charges. This guidance may also assist in the creation of your own meal charging policy.
· SP57-2016 - Unpaid Meal Charges: Guidance and Q&As This Question and Answer (Q&A) memorandum is designed to provide an overview of policies related to unpaid meal charges and to address common questions from State agencies, school food authorities (SFAs), and local Program operators.

Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo provides Q&As for recent policy memoranda’s related to unpaid meal charges. As a reminder all SFAs are required to have a local meal charge policy in place no later than July 1, 2017.
· SP56-2016 - Additional Guidance for the Implementation of the Administrative Reviews in School Nutrition Programs Final This memorandum provides additional guidance to assist in implementing the final rule, Administrative Reviews in School Nutrition Programs, effective September 27, 2016.

Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo provides additional guidance regarding three key review areas, Fiscal Action for Performance Standards 1 Violations (PS-1), Annual SFA on-site reviews of the School Breakfast Program (SBP) and the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), and State Agency Transparency Requirements.
· SP55-2016 - Meal Service during Unanticipated School and Day Care Closures
The purpose of this memorandum is to clarify that meals may be served through the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) or the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) Seamless Summer Option (SSO) during unanticipated school closures, including snow days, during the regular school year.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo provides guidance for School Food Authorities (SFAs)on what they can do during unanticipated school or day care closures. It also states that State agency may waive some of the requirements during the closure.
· SP54-2016 - Community Eligibility Provision: Guidance and Updated Q&As The Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) is a meal service option for local educational agencies (LEAs) and schools in high-poverty areas. CEP allows participating LEAs and schools to serve breakfast and lunch at no cost to all enrolled students without the burden of collecting household applications. CEP may be implemented in individual schools, groups of schools, or entire school districts.

Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo provides updated guidance for School Food Authorities (SFAs) interested in CEP or currently participating in CEP.
· SP53-2016 - Crediting Tofu and Soy Yogurt Products in the School Meal Programs and the Child and Adult Care Food Program This policy memo was released in the September bulletin.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo provides crediting guidance for Tofu and Soy Yogurt for those districts that may want other menuing options for their students.
· SP52-2016 - Early Implementation of Eligibility Carryover Period for Students Transitioning from Provision Schools: State Agency Extension Option This policy memo was released in the September bulletin.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo allows LEAs to provide carryover eligibility for students transitioning from Provision schools would limit disruptions in providing meal benefits to low-income students and minimize the burden on the affected LEAs. Meals served to students during the carryover period are claimed at the “free” rate.
· SP51-2016 - Ensuring Year-long Eligibility in the School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs This policy memo was released in the September bulletin.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy encourages LEAs to accept student eligibility status’s from former schools. School changes can be disruptive to learning, but ensuring that students do not have a break in their access to free and reduced price meals can help ensure students and families make a successful transition.
· SP50-2016 - 2016 Edition of the Eligibility Manual for School Meals
· Eligibility Manual for School Meals 2016-2017 

This policy memo was released in the September bulletin.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy and attached manual is the go to resource for the application, certification, and verification process for LEAs.
Additional Topics
· National School Lunch Week is October 10-14, 2016. We would love to know what your district may have planned to show your sprit for this wonderful week. Please let us know by sending Debbie Soto or myself an email telling us what you’re district is planning?
You may contact Debbie at Debbie.soto@alaska.gov or me at Elizabeth.seitz@alaska.gov .
For more information you may go to the School Nutrition Association web page at: https://schoolnutrition.org/Meetings/Events/NSLW/2016/ 
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Is your program participating in Local Lunch Day on October 24th in celebration of Food Day by serving a food item that was grown or harvested in Alaska? If yes, you could receive the special prize of a Sunkist Sectionizer (valued at $250.00). 
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Go to https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MJ887HL and complete the survey by November 30, 2016 to have your agency or school’s name in the drawing.   
For more information please contact:

Sue Lampert

USDA Foods Program Coordinator

State of Alaska

907-465-8710

susan.lampert@alaska.gov
Resources
· School Nutrition Programs Administrative Handbook Alaska Child Nutrition is proud to announce our release of the School Nutrition Programs Administrative Handbook. This handbook and several other helpful resources have been sent out to all School Food Authorities (SFAs), however if you would like your own copy or to view it you may find it at: https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP.html School Year 2016-2017 labeled NEW.
· Make it Local; Recipes for Alaska’s Children cookbook (Revised) Revisions have been made to several recipes in the Make it Local; Recipes for Alaska’s Children cookbook. 
The revised cookbook and separate recipe pages can be seen on the CNP webpage, please use the links below:

Menu Resources

Revised Cookbook:

https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/cookbook/Make_It_Local_2ndPrinting.pdf
Revised Recipes:

https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/cookbook/Revs_Recipes_Make_It_Local_Cookbook.pdf
· Standardized Recipes for Schools USDA’s Food, Nutrition and Consumer Services just released 50 new, mouth-watering recipes for school chefs on our What’s Cooking? USDA Mixing Bowl website.  Some are existing USDA recipes that have been updated, while others are brand new recipes that students will love.  These tasty, kid-approved recipes are tailored for large quantity food service operations in 25, 50, or 100 portions.  Each recipe includes a nutritional breakdown as well as crediting information on how the recipe contributes toward updated meal pattern requirements for the National School Lunch Program and other USDA Child Nutrition Programs.

The 50 recipes include main dishes and side dishes featuring more nutrient-rich ingredients such as whole grains, dark green, red/orange vegetables, and beans/legumes than ever before.  An additional 150 recipes are being developed and will be posted throughout the next year!  These recipes will provide a ready-to-go resource for school nutrition professionals looking for delicious, nutrient-rich dishes that will make it easy to meet meal pattern requirements and satisfy hungry kids.

Link to the complete set of recipes here: http://www.fns.usda.gov/usda-standardized-recipe
Grant Opportunities
· Chef Ann Foundation – School Food Support Initiative Grant

	        Over $1 Million Available to School Districts Committed to Serving Healthier Meals
Greetings from the Chef Ann Foundation! They are reaching out to let you and your team know about a school food grant opportunity valued at approximately $192,000 that can help school districts improve their meal programs and transition to scratch cook operations: School Food Support Initiative. 
  

Launched by the Life Time Foundation, in partnership with the Chef Ann Foundation and the Whole Kids Foundation, the School Food Support Initiative has opened its second round of grant funding and aims to provide up to seven motivated school districts the technical assistance, strategic planning and funding opportunities needed to improve their operations. 
Applications will be accepted through November 30, 2016. Selected districts will each receive program services valued at approximately $192,000 (dependent on district size), including:

Program implementation by a team of renowned school food experts: 

· Chef Ann Cooper, an internationally recognized chef, educator and advocate of healthy food for all children, and Food Service Director of Boulder Valley School District

· Chef Beth Collins, a School Food Systems Consultant and Director of Operations for the Chef Ann Foundation

A one and a half day intensive workshop for Food Service Directors at Boulder Valley School District, focused on human resources, finance, procurement, menu planning, facilities and community engagement

On-site assessment and technical assistance

Report of assessment findings and recommendations

On-site debrief and strategic planning based on assessment findings

Twenty hours of technical assistance and peer-to-peer collaboration

Ongoing peer-to-peer collaboration for best practices, sharing and support through the Life Time Foundation Collaborative

The opportunity to apply for a one-time $50,000 systems grant that is designed to support implementing sustainable, healthy food recommendations based on the assessment

For more information, including district eligibility criteria, please visit the School Food Support Initiative webpage. Should you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact us at info@chefannfoundation.org.


	

	


· Washington Dairy Council offers two grants:
· Fuel Up to Play 60 (FUTP60) Grant: Increase the health and wellness of your students with up to $4,000 to implement sustainable physical fitness and nutrition strategies for your entire school. We can fund multiple schools within a district. Please contact us for more information. Fuel Up to Play 60 details. 
· Breakfast Grant: Increase your school breakfast participation! Up to $7,000 is available to support the enhancement and marketing of your school or school district's breakfast program. Support the learning in your district by implementing "recess before lunch". Funds are available to help build your existing program or start a new one. Please contact us for more information.
· School Grants for Healthy Kids $2500 grants for NSLP schools to purchase fresh (preferably local) fruits and vegetables. See website for more information and application: http://www.chefannfoundation.org/programs-and-grants/project-produce/. 
	Calendar of Upcoming Events & Deadlines

	October 1, 2016                             Verification for Household Applications begins
November 15, 2016                       Verification of Household Application must be completed

Self-Monitoring Reviews for Counting and Claiming for each site should be started, along with Afterschool Snack reviews


In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.  

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits.  Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 

(1)
mail: 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 

(2) 
fax:
(202) 690-7442; or 

(3) 
email: program.intake@usda.gov.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
LEAs are required, by regulation, to keep Bulletins, Instructions, and USDA Policy Memorandums for reference and to apply immediately the appropriate instruction to agency programs. Call Child Nutrition Programs if you need further clarification.
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