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USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos 
1.  SP20-2015 - Requests for Exemption from the School Meals’ Whole Grain-Rich Requirement for School Years 2014-2015 and 2015- 2016
2.  SP23-2015 - Release of the FNS-828 Paid Lunch Price Data for School Years 2012-2013 and 2013-2014


· Attachment 1
· Attachment 2
3.  SP24-2015 - Community Eligibility Provision: Annual Notification and Publication Requirements
4.  SP25-2015 - Extension of the Deadline for Local Educational Agencies to Elect the Community Eligibility Provision for School Year 2015-16
5.  SP27-2015 - Administrative Review Process Regarding the Child Nutrition (CN) Label, Watermarked CN Label and Manufacturer’s Product Formulation Statement
6.  SP11-2015(v2) - CN Labels Copied with a Watermark Acceptable Documentation
7.  SP31-2015 - Guidance on Prohibition of Separation by Gender during Child Nutrition Program Meal Service
8.  SP23-2014(v3) - Questions and Answers Related to the “Smart Snacks” Interim Final Rule  
Additional Topics                   
· PrimeroEdge Trainings
Resources
· Recipes from Mississippi
Grant Opportunities 
· iBreakfast with the Washington Dairy Council
USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos
1. SP20-2015 - Requests for Exemption from the School Meals’ Whole Grain-Rich Requirement for School Years 2014-2015 and 2015- 2016 This USDA policy memorandum was released on the March Bulletin. To request an exemption for any items you may use the Whole Grain-Rich Exemption Form located at: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html, under the March Bulletin.
2. SP23-2015 - Release of the FNS-828 Paid Lunch Price Data for School Years 2012-2013 and 2013-2014 This USDA Policy Memo announces the publication of the paid lunch prices for school food authorities participating in the National School Lunch Program for School Years 2012-2013 and 2013-2014.
3. SP24-2015 - Community Eligibility Provision: Annual Notification and Publication Requirements This memorandum details guidance on the annual Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) notification and publication requirements. To find the CEP data for Alaska go to: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/cep.html 
4. SP25-2015 - Extension of the Deadline for Local Educational Agencies to Elect the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) for School Year 2015-16 This USDA Policy Memo provides an extension to the CEP deadline, because of the multiple benefits of CEP and in light of the unique decision process involved in electing CEP, the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) is extending the election deadline until August 31, 2015.
5. SP27-2015 - Administrative Review Process Regarding the Child Nutrition (CN) Label, Watermarked CN Label and Manufacturer’s Product Formulation Statement The purpose of this policy memo is to provide State agencies and Child Nutrition Program operators, including the National School Lunch Program, School Breakfast Program, Child and Adult Care Food Program, and Summer Food Service Program, with additional information and clarification on the Administrative Review (AR) process regarding the: 1) Child Nutrition (CN) Label, 2) Watermarked CN Label, and 3) Manufacturer’s Product Formulation Statement (PFS).
6. SP11-2015(v2) - CN Labels Copied with a Watermark Acceptable Documentation This USDA Policy Memo is to clarify that a Child Nutrition (CN) Label copied with a marking referred to as a “watermark” is acceptable documentation for an Administrative Review (AR).
7. SP31-2015 - Guidance on Prohibition of Separation by Gender during Child Nutrition Program Meal Service This memorandum explains the prohibition on separation by gender during Child Nutrition Program meal service and outlines select circumstances under which gender-based separation may be permissible. This memorandum supersedes previously rescinded guidance SP 32-2012, CACFP 16-2012, as well as SFSP 12-2012, “Prohibition of Separation by Gender during Child Nutrition Program Meal Service,” originally issued May 9, 2012.
8. SP23-2014(v3) - Questions and Answers Related to the “Smart Snacks” Interim Final Rule (IFR) This USDA Policy Memo is a updated Q & A for the Smart Snack implementation, this documents will be updated periodically as new question arise.
Additional Topics
· PrimeroEdge Trainings are starting back up, here is a list of dates and times of the trainings:

April 8th 8:00-10:00 AM-Production

April 15th 8:00-10:00 AM-Student Eligibility: Online Applications Training

April 22th 8:00-10:00 AM-Student Eligibility: Applications Training

April 29th 8:00-10:00 AM-Student Eligibility: Direct Approvals Training

There will also be a Q&A call on the Monday following each training. So if you wanted to start looking at PrimeroEdge this is the time to do it.
Resources
· Recipes from Mississippi to try: Here are a couple tasty recipes you might want to try in your menu. 
· Baked Beans: http://mrs.mde.k12.ms.us/recipe/baked-beans-with-spice-blend-canned/
· Creole Green Beans: http://mrs.mde.k12.ms.us/recipe/creole-green-beans-canned/
Grant Opportunities
· iBreakfast with the Washington Dairy Council Attention School Nutrition Directors! Promote school breakfast in your district with the iBreakfast marketing program. It is free to all schools. To find out more information on this program or participate in it visit their web site at: http://www.eatsmart.org/schools/barrels-and-wraps1/ibreakfast/ 
	Calendar of Upcoming Events & Deadlines

	April 1st                                 CEP data should be pulled for possible percentage improvement

April 15th                               Provision Application due  



The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800)845-6136 (Spanish).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
LEAs are required, by regulation, to keep Bulletins, Instructions, and USDA Policy Memorandums for reference and to apply immediately the appropriate instruction to agency programs. Call Child Nutrition Programs if you need further clarification of program information.
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