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USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos 
1. SP37-2015  - 2015 Edition of Questions and Answers for the National School Lunch Program’s Seamless Summer Option
2. SP38-2015 - Mid-Year Elections under the Community Eligibility Provision in School Year 2015-2016
3. SP39-2015 - Questions & Answers on the Final Rule “Professional Standards for State and Local School Nutrition Programs Personnel as Required by the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010”

Additional Topics                   
· New State Web site

· Professional Standards Training Tracking Tool

· Annual Administrative Training for National School Lunch Programs (NSLP)
Resources
· Updated Medical Statement

· Kale-abration 

· Recipes from Mississippi
Grant Opportunities 
· 2015 Equipment Grant 

· iBreakfast with the Washington Dairy Council
USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos
1. SP37-2015  - 2015 Edition of Questions and Answers for the National School Lunch Program’s Seamless Summer Option – This USDA policy memo was released in the June Bulletin. 
2.
SP38-2015 - Mid-Year Elections under the Community Eligibility Provision in School Year 2015-2016 - Policy memo SP 25-2015, Extension of the Deadline for Local Educational Agencies to Elect the Community Eligibility Provision for School Year 2015-16 extended the deadline by which Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) may elect CEP from June 30th, 2015 to August 31st, 2015. This extension was an important continuation of similar flexibility offered by FNS during school year (SY) 2014-15, the first year in which CEP was implemented nationwide.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo is allowing the flexibility for the State Agency to approve CEP applications through the school year if a school district decides they would like to come on CEP later in the year.
3. 
SP39-2015 - Questions & Answers on the Final Rule “Professional Standards for State and Local School Nutrition Programs Personnel as Required by the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010”- The final rule seeks to ensure that State and local school nutrition program personnel in the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs have the knowledge and skills to manage and operate the programs correctly and successfully. The attached Questions & Answers (QAs) help explain the hiring and training standards that are effective July 1, 2015.

Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo is a great Q & A about the New Professional Standards requirement in effect July 1st, 2015. It goes into the new hiring standards and training requirements expected for the different levels of professional staff.
Additional Topics
· New State Web Site https://education.alaska.gov/TLS/ this link will take you to the Child Nutrition Programs web page on the new Department of Education Division of Teaching & Learning Support web page. Some of you may have noticed the old CNP web link is no longer working. Our State has updated all of the web pages across the state to be more user friendly and consistent from department to department, however we have a few bugs to work out, one of which was our CNP web link. If you have bookmarked the actual CNP web page link you should be fine, but if you bookmarked the Child Nutrition Programs web page which contained the CNP web link it may not direct you to the right location. Please use the link below to access the CNP web for claiming, you may want to bookmark this link as your CNP web link for Claims for Reimbursement. https://cnsonline.alaska.gov/cnpweb/ . Please let us know if there are any links that might give you an error message or is missing all together. 
· The Professional Standards for School Nutrition Professionals Training Tracker tool is now available at: http

 HYPERLINK "http://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/professional-standards" ://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/professional-standards. This downloadable tool can be used to record trainings for school nutrition staff. A user guide, instructional webinar, and technical assistance via telephone and email are also available. In addition, the link above provides an updated two-page flyer that summarizes key points from the Professional Standards Final Rule, as well as many other materials related to Professional Standards. Check it out today!
· Annual Administrative Training for National School Lunch Programs (NSLP)

· Juneau 
 August 4-6, 2015
· Anchorage
 August 11-13, 2015
To register for one of these trainings you can find the registration forms under the Bulletins and Memos web page under the 2015 May Bulletin at: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html 

For assistance please contact Debbie Soto at 907-465-3316 or Debbie.soto@alaska.gov  

Resources
· Medical Statement – We have updated the medical statement to view or download the most current version you can following link below and look under June Bulletin: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html 
· Kale-abration here is a great resource on Kale by Cooperative Extension Service. It has some great recipes with Kale and more…To download this booklet you can find it under the 2015 May bulletin.
· Recipes from Mississippi to try: Here are a couple tasty recipes you might want to try in your menu. 
· Baked Beans: http://mrs.mde.k12.ms.us/recipe/baked-beans-with-spice-blend-canned/
· Creole Green Beans: http://mrs.mde.k12.ms.us/recipe/creole-green-beans-canned/
Grant Opportunities
· 2015 USDA Equipment Grant – Completed Applications are due to Alaska Child Nutrition Programs by August 31, 2015 by 4:30 p.m. This is a competitive grant and priority will be given to high need schools (i.e., schools in underserved areas, schools with limited access to other resources, and age of food service equipment) where 50 percent or more of the enrolled students are eligible for free or reduced price meals. In addition, School Food Authority (SFAs) must give priority to schools that did not receive a previous NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant award under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), 2010 USDA, or 2014 Equipment Grant. 
These funds will allow SFAs to purchase equipment to serve healthier meals that meet the updated meal patterns with emphasis on more fruits and vegetables in school meals, improve food safety, and expand access. Equipment requests may include new equipment, renovation of equipment, or replacement of equipment. USDA regulations at 7 CFR 3016.3 and Office of Management and Budget Circular A-87 define equipment as articles of nonexpendable, tangible personal property having a useful life of more than one year and an acquisition cost which equals or exceeds the lesser of the capitalization level established by the governmental unit for financial statement purposes, or $5,000.
This grant ends June 30, 2016. An application for this 2015 USDA Equipment Grant may be found on the Child Nutrition Programs web page under Bulletins and Memos or by using this web link: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html . For more information on this grant please contact Beth Seitz at 907.465.8709 or Elizabeth.seitz@alaska.gov .
· iBreakfast with the Washington Dairy Council Attention School Nutrition Directors! Promote school breakfast in your district with the iBreakfast marketing program. It is free to all schools. To find out more information on this program or participate in it visit their web site at: http://www.eatsmart.org/schools/barrels-and-wraps1/ibreakfast/ 
	Calendar of Upcoming Events & Deadlines

	Last day of school or June 1st     On-Site Review Summary for Afterschool Snack
Last day of school or June 1st    Food Safety Inspection Report
August                                          Annual National School Lunch Program Training (NSLP) 

                                                       Juneau Aug. 4-6th
                                                       Anchorage Aug. 11-13th 



The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800)845-6136 (Spanish).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
LEAs are required, by regulation, to keep Bulletins, Instructions, and USDA Policy Memorandums for reference and to apply immediately the appropriate instruction to agency programs. Call Child Nutrition Programs if you need further clarification.
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