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Program changes as a result of USDA Policy Memos and Technical Assistance Memos are to be 
implemented immediately.  Please file this bulletin for reference, guidance and compliance with the Child 
and Adult Care Food Program.  Feel free to call the Child Nutrition Services office if you need further 
clarification. 

 
Topics included with the Child Nutrition Services Bulletin follow: 
 

1. USDA Technical Assistance Memo 01-2008  Crediting of Cornmeal and Corn Flour for 
Grains/Breads Component 

2. Financial Audit Reimbursements from CNS 
3. Accessing CACFP bulletins on CNS website 
4. Traditional or Donated Fish and Wild Game  
5. CACFP Spring Training Reminder 
6. Mealtime Memo for Child Care No. 2, 2008 Creative Menu Planning 

 
 
 
1.  USDA Technical Assistance Memo 01-2008 Crediting of Corn Meal (Cornmeal) and Corn 
Flour for Grains/Breads Component 
For a number of years, the Child Nutrition Program (CNP) allowed corn meal and corn flour to 
be counted as a whole grain for crediting grains/breads.  On February 17, 2006 the USDA 
published draft guidance that clarifies FDA standard of identity for “corn meal” and “corn flour”.  
Corn meal and corn flour should no longer be considered as whole grains for programs.  
Therefore, beginning July 1, 2008, the corn must be labeled as “whole corn” or “enriched” to be 
counted.  Child Nutrition Programs are encouraged to implement this requirement as soon as 
possible, but no later than July 1, 2008 to ensure that children receive more nutritious 
grains/breads products. 
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2.  Financial Audit Requirements and Reimbursement 
Federal regulations require that all agencies expending more than $500,000 in total federal funds 
(federal funds from all sources-not just the CACFP) per agency fiscal year complete an 
organization-wide audit within nine months of the end of the agency’s fiscal year.  In the State of 
Alaska, these audits are submitted to the Alaska Department of Administration, Office of 
Management and Budget.  Please see the Audit Requirements & Audit Reimbursement Request 
attachments for more information. 
 
 
3.  Accessing CACFP bulletins on CNS website 
Last month we received a number of ‘bounce backs’ when we sent out the bulletin via e-mail.  
To remedy this we will no longer e-mail the bulletin to each center.  Instead we will post the 
bulletin on the CNS website at: http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/cns/CACFP.html.  You will be 
notified on the Child Nutrition Program on-line database Welcome Page, when there is a new 
bulletin and receive a short e-mail with the bulletin topics.  It will then be your responsibility to 
access the bulletin on-line and print it off for your records.   If you have difficulty accessing the 
bulletin, please notify CNS and a hard copy will be mailed to you.   Those centers that are not 
accessing the CNP database to submit claims on-line will continue to receive the bulletins 
through the mail. 
 
 
4.  Traditional or Donated Fish and Wild Game 
Child care providers are allowed to make use of traditional or donated fish and wild game within 
the CACFP.  
 
Child Nutrition Services has been working with the Alaska Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC) for the past year to clarify health and safety issues for our USDA programs.   
Please check our website for updated information.  On it you will find health and safety 
information related to these products and forms that can be used when accepting, storing, and 
serving these foods to children in your program.   
 
As we get more information from DEC we will be updating the CNS website, so please check the 
website when you need clarification.  http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/cns/Resource.html.   
 
 
5.  CACFP Spring Training Reminder 
The CACFP Administrative Update is a mandatory annual training for every child care center.  
If you have new administrative staff they are required to attend the first training available after 
their hire.  This half day training encompasses the federal and state requirements to run the 
CACFP, as well as valuable communication among participants on practical applications. 
 
The CACFP Program Basics is mandatory for new centers or new administrative staff in 
existing centers.  This training is optional for existing programs with consistent staffing.  This 
half day training emphasizes record keeping, the meal pattern, cycle menus and production 
records.   

http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/cns/CACFP.html
http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/cns/Resource.html


The Physical Activity & Nutrition Training is optional for all programs.  This training provides 
an in-depth overview of the Team Nutrition funded Physical Activity and Nutrition Training Initiative for 
early childcare providers.  Please see training registration form for more information. 
 
There are still scholarships available if you have the financial need.   Contact Karol Fink as soon 
as possible and have your application faxed or e-mailed to her by February 21st.  See attached 
flyer for information. 
 
You can access the Training Registration Form – Spring 2008 at the CNS website:  
http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/cns/docs/RegistrationFormSpring08.doc 
 
 
6.  Mealtime Memo for Child Care No. 2, 2008 Creative Menu Planning 
Mealtime Memo for Child Care is issued on a bi-monthly basis by the National Food Service 
Management Institute (NFSMI).  These issues give helpful information about Creative Menu 
Planning.  This resource is available for free download with NFSMI at 
http://www.nfsmi.org/Information/Newsletters/Mealtime_memo_index.html.  I recommend 
incorporating some of the techniques and foods into your child care food program. 
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